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The Humanitarian Emergency worsens in Southern Somalia
as thousands of families flee Mogadishu

The escalations of conflict and civil insecurity in parts of southern Somalia, especially in Mogadishu, have
resulted in a wave of thousands of people fleeing to the surrounding regions. These displacements add to
the already serious humanitarian emergency. According to recent reports, about 20 000 people on average
leave their homes each month. The road from Mogadishu to Afgooye alone, a mere 29 kilometres, currently
hosts some 250 000 displaced people. The humanitarian situation has particularly deteriorated in the
Shabelle, Hiran and Central regions. Overall, about 2 million people — including about 1 million IDPs — are
estimated to be in need of basic humanitarian assistance and livelihood support for at least the next six
months.

Disruptions in trade activities and looting in the Bakara market in Mogadishu (the main marketplace in
southern Somalia) have resulted in price hikes of staple food commodities which had been rising since May
2007. The increase in prices of basic commodities has been even more pronounced in the northern-eastern
(Puntland) region due to the crippling inflation that followed the huge currency inflow. In Bossaso, the
region’s commercial capital, the price of 50 kg of wheat flour had almost tripled, in a year, from an equivalent
of US$ 12 to US$ 33 or 900 000 Somali Shillings. The increase in prices, depreciation of the Somali shilling
and increased fuel and transport costs are creating serious problems of access to food for the population,
especially the poor.

According to a recently issued warning by Somalia’s Food Security Analysis Unit (FSAU), another poor “gu”
rainy season from April to June would further aggravate the already precarious food security situation —
increasing the number of people in need of humanitarian assistance and leaving many facing high to
extreme levels of food insecurity. Locally known as “gu”, these rains constitute the main agricultural season
which contributes the bulk of annual crop production. Gu season crops are normally harvested from August
on. Cereal production from the last gu season in southern Somalia was estimated at 48 600 tonnes,
representing only 31 percent of the 1995 to 2006 post-war average and 43 percent of last year's gu
production. Another poor gu season crop will seriously add to the misery.

Latest estimates put the number of people in need of humanitarian assistance at nearly 2 million people.
Nearly one-fifth of these people are classified in Humanitarian Emergency (HE), requiring life saving
interventions, while a third are in Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis (AFLC), requiring livelihood support.
Humanitarian organizations are advised to intensify ongoing livelihood-support interventions such as water
distribution and veterinary services. Contingency plans are also needed for a possible major drought and
resultant humanitarian crisis from April through at least the end of 2008, especially in central regions and
Hiran. Further information and analysis can be accessed from the Food Security Assessment Unit (FSAU)
at: www.fsausomali.org.
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This report is prepared on the responsibility of the FAO Secretariat with information from official and
unofficial sources. Since conditions may change rapidly, please contact Office of the Chief, ESTG, FAQ,
(Fax: 0039-06-5705-4495, E-Mail: giews1@fao.org) for further information if required.

Please note that this Special Alert is available on the Internet as part of the FAO World Wide Web at the
following URL address: http://www.fao.org/giews/ .

The Special Alerts/Reports can also be received automatically by e-mail as soon as they are published, by
subscribing to the GIEWS/Alerts report ListServ. To do so, please send an E-mail to the FAO-Mail-Server
at the following address: mailserv@mailserv.fao.org, leaving the subject blank, with the following
message:

subscribe GIEWSAlertsWorld-L

To be deleted from the list, send the message:
unsubscribe GIEWSAlertsWorld-L

Please note that it is now possible to subscribe to regional lists to only receive Special Reports/Alerts by
region: Africa, Asia, Europe or Latin America (GIEWSAlertsAfrica-L, GIEWSAlertsAsia-L,
GIEWSAlertsEurope-L and GIEWSAlertsLA-L). These lists can be subscribed to in the same way as the
worldwide list.




